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THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


There are those of the medical profession 
who assume that their colleagues who have 
seen fit to adopt the homeopathic system of 
treating diseases, do injury to the profession 
itself. For an intelligent physician to enter- 
tain such an opinion is matter of surprise, 
the effect being directly the reverse. By the 
spread of homeceopathy the profession must 
become established in the confidence of the 
public. It has confessedly lost this confi- 
dence and something must be done to regainit. 
If, as we believe and maintain, homepathia 
be true, it can be regained in no other way. 


There is no reason, as we shall see, why 
physicians who adopt homeopathy in the 
treatment of the sick, should be the subjects 
of that deep-rooted spite from those who are 
not in any sense their superiors. 

What have Hahnemann and his disciples 
done? They have abandoned the old mate- 
ria medica, which is admitted to be almost 
worthless; and adopted another which pro- 














fesses exactness of what medicinal substan- 
ces can do in the human system in a state of 
health and in a state of disease. They have 
faith in a law of nature, as a sure guide in 
the selection of remedies for the cure of the 
sick ; this, they were the more ready to do, 
for the reason, there was no pretence of any 
such Jaw in the old materia medica, By vir- 
tue of the therapeutic law “ like are cured by 
like,” the physician has a sure foundation 
upon which he can build with a certainty, 
approximating the exact sciences. 


They have been convinced by experiments 
a thousand times repeated, in almost every 
part of the civilized world, that it has been 
demonstrated, that the doses of the old mate- 
ria medica, if administered to the sick agree- 
ably to the above named law would be inja- 
rious in most cases, and fatal in many cases. 
By accurately observing this law, they have 
reached the conclusion that small doses alone 
are compatible with it. Often has it hap- 
pened that a physician prescibing a large 
dose of medicine, himself and the friends 
of the sick become alarmed at the violence of 
the effect. The former declares it unlooked 
for by him, and quiets all concerned, by a 
lecture on tdiosyncrasies ; that is, a peculi- 
arity of constitution or susceptibility to the 
action of a medicine by which it occasions 
specific and poisonous effects. He exclaims 
“T have given that medicine in the same dose 
hundreds of times and never saw the like of 
this.” The injurious and freqently fatal effects 
of medicine as prescribed by old scheol prac- 
titioners, have become so notorious that the 
public mind tendsto the conclusion “ give 
physic to the dogs. I'll none of it.” Phy- 
sicians are employed reluctantly, because of 
the well-grounded fear, that drugs in large 
doses may do more harm than good. Hence 
the daily complaint “ you have sent for me 
too late.’ If there was nothing erroneous in 











ETE OE RT 


RA Bate aes, 








66 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMEOPATHY. 








the treatment of the sick, would they hesi- 
tate to seek the aid of the physician? There 
is something wrong in it—the common expe- 
rience of all men goes to confirm it to be so. 
Every unprejudiced mind acquainted with 
the subject, or accustomed to reason accu- 
rately on other subjects, perceives that the 
present allopathic, or what is more popular 
now-a-days, eclectic mode of treating disea- 
ses, is inconsistent with the dictates of rea- 
son and sound judgment. But let us return 
to our main point. What have the homae- 
pathists done to render themselves the objects 
of scorn and contempt from the allopathists ? 
Theyhave rendered the science of medicine al- 
most perfect by the discovery of the therapeu- 
tic law “similia similibus curantur.” They 
have become “aware of the futility of all 
elaborate speculations that are not confirmed 
by experience ; they perceive in each indi- 
vidual affection nothing, but changes of the 
state of the body and mind, that are discov- 
erable by the senses alone—that is to say, de- 
viations from the former sound state of health, 
which are felt by the patient himself, re- 
marked by the individuals around him, and 
observed by the physician. The ensemble of 
these available signs represents, in its full 
extent, the disease itsel{—ihat is, they con- 
stitute the true and only form of it which 
the mind is capable of conceiving. 

I caanot, therefore, comprehend how it 
was possible for physicians, without heeding 
the symptoms or taking them asa guide in 
the treatment, to imagine that they ought to 
search the interior of the human economy 
(which is inaccessible and concealed from 
our view,) and that they could there alone 
discover that which was to be cured in dis- 
ease. I cannot conceive how they could en- 

ertain so ridiculous a pretension as that of 
being able to discover the internal invisible 
change that had taken place, and restore the 
same to the order of its normal condition by 
the aid of medicines, without ever troubling 
themselves very much about the symptoms 
and that they should have regarded such a 
method as the only means of performing a 
radical and rational cure. Is not that which 
manifests itself in disease, by . symptoms, 
identified with the change itself which has 
taken place in the human economy, and 
which it is impossible to discover without 
their aid? Do not the symptoms of disease, 
which are sensibly cognizable, represent to 
the physician the disease itself? When he 


can neither see the spiritual essence, the yj. 
tal power which produces the disease, nor 
yet the disease itself, but simply perceive and 
learn its morbid effects, that he may be able 
to treat it accordingly ? What would the old 
school search out father from the hidden 
interior for a prima causa morbi, whilst they 
reject and superciliously despise the palpable 
and intelligible representation of the disease 
ihe symptoms which clearly announce them- 
selves to us as the object of cure?) What is 
there besides these in disease which they 
| have to cure ?” 

| They have exposed the pernicious tendency 
| of allopathy and eclecticism. 

They have accounted for the thousands of 
cases of chronic diseases. 

They have discovered the true method of 
| developing the curative power of drugs; and 

the mode of administering them in disease, 
so as to secure the desired effect, prompily 
and safely. 

The above important truths have been 
made known by Hahnemann and his disci- 
ples, and they have never been successfully 
controverted. Finally, such is the basis of 
homeopathy, that it cannot,be disturbed 
in alltime. No substitvie can be employed, 
| and.any deviation in practice from its pria- 
| ciples will render it ineflicient, or dangerous. 
| Nothing can be built upon this foundation, 
but what is consisient with it. ‘ Other foun- 
dations” in medicine “‘ can no man lay than 
that is laid.” The arr of medicine can be 
| impreved, and it has and will improve rapid- 
ly—bat not so with the principles of homeo- 
pathy—they are fixed and immutable. 

In view of the above, have homeopathists 
done anything worthy of disgrace or prefes- 
sional death? Let the people answer—to the 
people we submit—they have an interest in 
this matter. We are aware that all appeals 
to the people and aitempts to enlighten them 

on the subject of mediclne are discoun- 











| tenanced by the profession and considered in- 
judicious and unprofessional. But we ask 


is there anything in the theory and practice 
of medicine that an intelligent layman with 
ordinary application may not comprehend. 
In this country, theology and law are open 
to the people, and they are invited to read 
and study both: no one thinks it remarkable 
if laymen read theology and law. But here- 
tofore, not so in medicine—the profession 
have always discouraged a general reading 
of the text books. It has never acknowledged 
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any laymen capable of forming a just opin-|omy of nature, Brown came forward with 


jon of medical science and art ; and even in | admirable readiness, adopted a single prin- 
this republican country, the medical profes- | ciple as the foundation of life, (excitability,) 
sion has in it the elements of exclusiveness | caused it to be increased, or diminished, rais- 
and mystery, as it had in the days when it| ed, or lowered in diseases, denied al) other 
was monopolized by priests ; and they, it is| causes of diseases, and directed the bodily 
well known, employed it to impose on the | ailments should be judged of, in view ofgthe 
credulity of mankind ; although, imposition | diminution or excess of strength, alone. He 
cannot be carried to that extent now,as then, gained the approbation of the whole German 


yet there is enough of it to disgust the more 
intelligent part of this community. 


medical world, a proof that their forner medi- 
cal opinions had not convinced or satisfied 


Are the huma@opathists doing injury to the | them and that they had only flitted darkly and 


medical profession? Far fromit. Do we 
not publish in plain language what our prin- 
ciples and practice are? If what we publish 
be true, and our practice successful—can 
the profession thereby be hurt? Ifthe peo- 
ple read medicine and study its principles, 
will they become practitioners of it? — 
They will not. The man who knows most 
of medicines, will be the very first to em-| 
ploy a physician in case of sickness in him- 
self or family; and such anone will most | 
carefully observe the advice of his physi- 
cian. 

We conclude this article, by a single re- 
mark, that the time will come, when it wili 
be acknowledged, that homeopathy has pre- 
served the medical profession in an honor- 
able and dignified position. 





ON THE VALUE OF THE SPECULATIVE 
SYSTEMS OF M®:DICINE, 


With particular reference to the ordinary 
practice associated with them. 
BY SAMUEL HAHNEMANN. 
(Continued from Page 20.) 

After the humoral patholugy—that folly, 
most especially grateful to the people, which 
views the diseased body, as a vessel full of 
various impurities and acridities, with Greek 
names, which produced, now obstructions and 
viscidities of the solid and liquid parts, now 
putrefaction, now fever, in a word all that the 
patient complained of, and which men fan- 
cied was to be conquered by dulcifying, at- 
tennating, purifying, solvent, inspissating, 
cooling and evacuaiing means—had existed 
sometimes coarser, sometimes more refined, 
for many centuries, with occasional inter- 
interludes, of smaller or more important sys- 
tems, such as the mechanical! origin of dis- 
eases, their origin from the internal form of 
the parts, appeared the seer Brown. As 
though he had penetrated the internal econ- 





uncertainly beforetheir minds. They caught 
eagerly at this imperfection, which they per- 
mitted to be extolled as simplicity. They 
willingly laid aside all other, not improba- 
ble fundamental principles of life, to do honor 
to his subtle system, and to enjoy the advan- 
tage, of not being required to meditate much 
farther over diseases and their cure. They 
needed only to estimate the mass of irrita- 
bility, in the given case, by their master’s 
standard, with the help of the imagination. 
They were then at once, able to raise or low- 
er the assumed quantity of excitability in any 
case, by depressing or exciting remedies, (for 
all medicines were put out of the way by 
him, at once, except proportional stimulants 
alone.) And what was, after all, his barren, 
naked excitability? Could he give a clear 
intelligible idea of it? Did he not deceive 
us with a multitude of words which offered 
no plain meaning? Did he not lead us toa 
treatment of diseases, which, being suitable 
in but few cases, and these but partly so, in 
the great majority, was necessarily followed 
by aggravation or speedy death ? 

The Transcendental school now refused 
to adopt a single fundamental principle of 
life. Dualism made its appearance. Natu- 
ral Philosophy now began to affect. us.. For 
there were many prophets of this stamp, and 
each obtained a new view of things, each 
spun anew system. They agreed only in 
the strange mental infirmity, of not merely 
attempting to give aclear account of the @ 
priert substance, and the whole nature of 
things, through internal self-contemplation; 
but even of considering themselves as srea- 
tors of the universe, as being able in their fan. 
cies to trace out its infinite construction. Ali 
they uttered respecting life in itself and the 
nature of diseases, was, like all their fictions, 
so unintelligible, so mystically oracular, that 
no clear meaning could be got from it. Hu- 
man languege, which is adapted only ta the 
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expression of observations made by the senses 
and of ideas derived immediately from 
them, of collective ideas, every one of which 
can easily be resolved into the concrete ex- 
ample, and in his way be approximated and 
made intelligible to the human senses, re- 
fused to express their enthusiasm, their arreta 
and poetic visions. Hence, they tormented 
language with newly-formed high-sounding 
words, hyperlunarian compounds and strange 
unheard-of phrases, without meaning, and 
involved themselves in such excessive refine- 
meats, that men became perplexed whether 
they should indite a satire on this mis-used 
application, or an elegy on its ill success. 
We are indebted to Natural Philosophy, for 
unsettling and disorganizing the heads of 
very many young physicians. Besides, their 
self-complacency was far too great to allow 
them to busy themselves much with the ex- 
amination of diseases and their cure, except 
so much of their dualism, their polarization, 
and representation, their reflex, differential- 
ism, and indifferentialism, their potentizing 
and de-potentizing, as they applied to this 
purpose. She, herself, still lives and moves 
in heated fancies, in the forced spiritualiza- 
tion of matter, and in the creation, and con- 
struction of the universe, and of its miniature 
model man. Incorporeal and etherial air, 
she yet hovers beyond the solar system, and 
beyond the limits of reality, and seems, for 
some time past, not to be willing to let her- 
self down from her lofty elevation, to the low 
sphere of practice ; perhaps too, having gone 
so completely beyond herself, she is not able. 
However, a ramification separated from it 
lately, which seemed to seek to approach 
nearer to the science of medicine. This new 
doctrine revived the old functiones animales 
naturales, vitales, under new names, however, 
in order to explain the nature of diseases, 
But in what imaginable way do they seek to 
arrive at the knowledge of the fact, how far 
the sensibility, irritability, or reproductive 
power, which they arbitrarily assigned to the 
organs, was raised, lessened, or changed in 
quality, in individual cases, and which of 
them more particularly ? and (since one of 
the three qualities can be denied, to scarcely 
any organs of the human body) what was the 
relation of each one of the organs of the 
body in reference to these three leading qual- 
ities, and what internal or absolute state was 
produced thence for the collective organism, 
whence it would clearly and manifestly ap- 
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pear, what remedy was to be applied, as be. 
ing peculiarly appropriate to that state, and 
suitable in every respect? What a hopeless 
task to discharge ; which, if the sysiem is to 
he of any use to the physician, is, however, 
indispensable! And not to play with words 
alone, what does each of these three terms, 
sensibility, irritability, and reproduction 
mean, in its intelligible concrete concep- 
tion 3 

How impossible is it to acquire a correct 
view of diseases, in each individual case, 
through these fruitless a priori systems, and 
thus, to find a proper remedy for each case, 
which should be the sole object of the healing 
art? How can it be justified to sound human 
reason, that the physician should be direeted 
to make these theoretic subtleties, which can 
in no case be made practically applicable,— 
the main object of his art. 

It is one of the wisest regulations of the 
all-rational Being, our beneficent Creator 
that whatever is useless to man, has been 
made impossible for him. 

In the case of the teacher, we know that 
the knowledge of the internal nature of the 
human soul being concealed from him, be- 
cause useless; he needs in order to fulfil his 
noble task, beside the lessons of experience, 
culy the history of the wanderings of the hu- 
man mind end heart, in practice, and a 
knowledge of the means by which he can 
lead the erring mortal, in every individual 
case, back to the path of virtue. 

The teacher Socrates in afdition to his 
practical knowledge of mankind, to his ten- 
der sympathies for morality, and for all that 
makes the denizen of this world truly happy, 
needed rothing but a historical acquaintance 
with the faulis of those who addressed him, 
in order to recal their souls to virtue by the 
most suitable arguments, and by his own 
good example. He knew of Aristodemus, 
that he undervalued the Divinity, he saw in 
his deportment the symptoms of this mental 
disease, and the prejudices which kept him 
aloof from religion, and this sufficed him, to 
draw from his own confessions, those motives 
which compelled him to return to a rever- 
ence forthe Deity. He never stood in need 
of ontological inquiries into the nature of the 
human soul in the abstract, or into the meta- 
physical nature of this or that mental infir- 
mity, in order to reach his glorious end. 

And so, too, the physician, in addition to a 





historical knowledge of the relations of the 
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haman organism in @ state of health, needs 
only to know it what way the particular dis- 
ease exhibits itself, in order to remove it, if 
he knows the proper remedy. 

Or does the object and the merit of medi- 
cine consist more in theoretic acuteness, 
than in skill in healing the sick? In that 
case, these dealers in verbiage, who do noth- 
ing and cure nobody, have undoubtedly the 
advantage. 

But, if these metaphysical speculations and 
systems about the internal nature of diseases, 
(even supposing them to have apy founda- 
tion,) where of the least use to a physician, 
(and I should think that what so much noise 
is made about, ought to be of some use at 
least,) we would naturally suppose that these 
system-makers, and system-followers must 
certainly be the best and most successful 
physicians, possessing, as they do, what they 
proclaim to be, the true and solid foundation 
of medical science. 

Bat alas ! they themselves confute, when 





placed by the sick-bed, their lofty claims to 
familiar acquaintance with nature; they are 
the most helpless, if not the most huriful 
practitioners. 

Not asingle one of the introducers or fol- 
lowers of the many systems of medicine could, 
or (if he cogld at times,) ought to bring his 
system closely and accurately into practice, 
without doing the greatest injury to his pa- 
tients—and far more than they would have 
suffered without any medical help. They 
were always compelled, if they would not see 
death sweep off every thing before them 
either to return tothe system of inaction, per 
expectationem, or, spite of their public adop- 
tion of their system, to recur to the less hurt- 
ful operation of the general therapeutics of 
previous ages, to the detergents and Pallia- 
tives of Humoralism and Saburralism. 

The general character of their practice 
proves this at least, that true philosophy did 
not guide them on their way, and that good 
sense and consistency was not the aim of 
their efforts. 

One would think that they wou!d have al- 
ways applied a single simple medical agent, 
against the disease which they fancied they 
had defined so learnedly d priori, andjbrought 
back to very simple principles—a medical 
agent whose operation they knew in ezlenso, 
the best known, the most proper, the only 
serviceable one—on the general rule which 
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by a simple means, is not to be sought to be 
obtaiced by compound and diversified ones, 
quod potest fieri per pauca— 

But far from this. In the main point, in 
the application of this fine simple theory in 
practice, they adhered to the old beaten track, 
(with the addition, however, of the then new 
and fashionable remedies,) a proof that their 
system was advanced only for show, only to 
dazzle, not for use. 

Directly at variance with plain, pure, com- 
mon sense, they oppose to disease various 
and compound remedies alone, none of which 
is known to them more than superficially, and 
of such mixtures they give often several times 
in one day. Haud leve obstaculum, penitiori 
virium in medicamentis cogniliont objicit quod 
rarissime simplicia, sed ut plurimum composita 
nec hac sola, sed aliorum usu interpolata usur- 
pentur. Fr. Hoffmann, Med, Rat. Tom. III. 
s. li, ¢. 3. $10. 

Such a course of proceeding contradicts at 
once all the pretended philosophic simplicity 
and consistency of these d priori theorists. 
Not a single physician on the face of the 
earth, neither the system-founders nor their 
disciples, employs a single simple remedy in 
diseases and awaits the final end of its opera- 
tion, before he give a new one. 


Even if the virtues of each single drug 
were accurately known, still, such an employ- 
ment of mxtures, such a use of dfferent me- 
dical agents at the same time, each of which, 
must be different in its mode of operation, 
would in itself be the height of folly, and 
lead to a blind and confused mode of treat- 
ment. For how irregular, so to speak, must 
be the result of so many remedies together, 
bow impossible must it be, to refer the effect, 
which ensues on the patient, back to each one 
of these several ingredients, so as to be able 
in future, to omit or reduce in quantity, or in- 
crease the one or the other? But that is not 
the case with such remedies ; they produce 
together a joint effect ; no one knows what 
this or that ingredient contributed to the gen- 
eral result; no one knows which ingredient 
changed the other thus or thus in the effect, 
or which directly contradicted the other, and 
destroyed its effect in the mixture. The case 
is still worse, and the attempt (to prescribe 
compounds) is still more censurable, when we 
reflect that frequently all, or at least the most 
of these things, are singly of powerful but 
unknown operation. 





no one can elude, that what may be attained 


Now, mix together, in a recipe, a number 
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of such [powerfully-acting substances, whose 
separate effect is not known, and is often 
merely conjectured, and arbitrarily assumed, 
and to administer this medley and several 
others, rapidly afler each other, to the patient, 
at hap-hazard,—te the patient whose com- 
plaints, and diseased bodily condition, are 
judged of, only by deceptive theoretical ideas, 
andjthrough the glasses of unreal systems,— 
if this is the art of healing—if this is not dan- 
gerous absurdity. I am at a loss to know what 
I am te understand by the art of healing, what 
Zam to cali dangerous or absurd. 

Here it is usual to object, for the sake of 
saying something, ‘‘ that the numerous ingre- 
dients in a recipe, are chosen on account of 
the ‘different features of the hypothetically- 
assumed internal state, or, of the symptoms.” 

Just as if a single simple medical substance, 
if only properly known, could not correspond 
to several, to many, frequently to all real as- 
pects! Just as if the different points of view 
could be enhanced by a medley, the ingre- 
dients of which, unknown ia their powers, 
operate against each other in a mode totally 
unforseen. 

This medley-making is nothing but a shift 
of him who has very little knowledge of each 
separate substance, and who comforts him- 
self with the idea, that as he cannot find a 
single simple remedy, adapted to the disease, 
there may, perhaps, in this mass of heteroge- 
neous remedies, be one which, by good luck, 
may hit the right point. 

Whether such a mode of proceeding is occa- 
sionally successful, or whether it turns out un- 
favourably, still, in neither case is anything 
to be learned by it ; in no case does it enaable 
the science to advance a single hair’s breadth. 

Ifa change for the better took place, from 
which ingredient of the one, orj many form- 
ula, administered in quick succession, did it 
arise? This remains forever a secret. 

“We should give the same mixturein a 
similar ¢ase again, or, the same number of 
mixtures in the same order !” 

Alas ! the case which exactly corresponds 
with the first, is never found, and never can 
be found. 

Besides, mixed medicines can seldom be 
prepared a second time, especially after a long 
period, precisely as they were at first. The 
same recipe often produces a very different 
mixture when we cause it to be made up by 
several apothecaries, at the same time, and 
that for very many reasons, 





Finally, is it not often wholly improbabje 
that the patient should have taken within the 
appointed time a large quantity of remedies 
which not unfrequertly are ucpleasant to the 
smell, and disgusting to the taste? Do you 
know certainly, whether he took even the 
smallest quantity of the unpleasant remedy, 
and whether a less unpalatable domestic re. 
medy was not used in its place, which pro. 
duced the good effect ? 

How, when the patient did not improve 
under the mixed remedies, or even grew worse, 
in some way, under them, to which of the so 
numerous ingredients could we ascribe this 
result, so as to leave it out of the prescriptiva 
in future ? 

“ That cannot be known ; it is best to avoid 
giving the whole mixture a second time.” 

What! have I not healed disease by the 
separate use of an ingredient, which I select- 
ed from the long-used and injurious formule of 
my predecessors, because it must be the only 
serviceable one in the case ? 

How unwise is it then, to order such mix- 
tures of different drugs, often so disgusting to 
the eye, the smell, and the taste, each of 
which is not accurately known, either by it- 
self, or in connection with the others ! 

We are answered, “that the powers of 
drugs are not unknown ;” and I ask, ‘are 
the word or two respecting each, which the 
materia medica contains, to be called know- 
ledge,—accurate knowledge? It is often 
nothing more than a list of names of diseases, 
in all of which the substance is said to have 
helped, (a long list, in which the falsehood is 
often apparent,) of the names of diseases. I 
repeat, God knows to what conditions of body 
these names were given, and what wisdom 
superintended their christening ! 

Whence then do the treatises on materia 
medica get their statements? Not from an 
immediate revelation, | should suppose ? Yet 
in truth, one might almost believe, that they 
came from an immediate revelation from above, 
for they cannot originate in the practice of 
physicians, who, as is well known, hold it be- 
neath their dignity to prescribe a single simple 
substance, and nothing more, in disease, and 
who would rather have the patient die, and 
have the science of medicine remain forever in 
ignorance, than give up their learned privi- 
lege of prescribing artificially—compounded 
recipes, 

To be Continued. 











THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCZOPATHY. > 









HOMCEOPATHIA, ° 
dis capacity to supercede every other mode of 
medical practice. 


By Henay C. Ksicur Esq. 
(Continued from page 60.) 

The Homa@opathic principle might be as- 
certained to be true, probably, and so far as to 
command the belief of the student, before he 
had tested and applied enough, in number, of 
different material substances, to obtain and 
cure a Variety of symptoms sufficient to in- 
clude all or the generality of diseases. But it 
is plain, that by the time he has tested a suffi- 
cient variety of substances to fully establish 
the generality and uniformity of the principle, 
he must obtain a vast variety of symptoms. 

The fact, is, that the three hundred or more 


why he gives it. The allopath generally gives 
more than one, and he knows no reason ex- 
cept the random prescription of some author, 
or because he had formerly given it in a case 
called by the same name, with success, as he 
supposed. His remedy or mixture fails him 
often, and he knows not why. His treatment 
at once becomes the commencement of a new 
series of experiments, which, if a new cure 
succeeds, result in nothing more certain than 
the former. 

The Homeopathic physician knows, that 
when the totality or group of symptoms cor- 
responds, with even proximate accuracy to the 
pathogenesis of his medicine, a marked im- 
provement invariably follows its use. He 
knows, again, that when there is an inextri- 
cable mixture or confusion of symptoms, he 
can, in a similar manner, affect a portion of 





remedies, which have been proved by Ho- | the group, and thus obtain a new group; and 
meopathists, include a far greater number of | his resources being abundant, he can thus 


different cases, in their pathogenesis, than have 
ever been recorded of diseases. The number 
of their certainly reliable medicines, applica- 
ble in ordinary or known cases of disease, is 
already much greater than those of the allo- 
pathic school, Hence its competency to su- 
persede this school is easily seen. Practice, 
however, isthe best test. This has developed 
_the following facts: 
ist. Homeopathy has cured all such diseas- 
esas allopathy has been known to cure, al- 
ways much more safely and comfortably, and 
in a shorter time. 
Qd. In diseases which allopathists consider | 


dangerous, and in which they have supposed | 


themselves to have partial success, Home@o- 
pathy has been almost universally success- | 
ful. 

3d. Some diseases which allopathy gene- | 
rally looses, Homeopathy generally cures ; | 
and a great number, given over by the old 
school, have been cured by the new. 

4th In chronic or psoric diseases, where | 
the old school do not often pretend to effect | 
much, Homeopathy is of invaluable service, | 
and even the allopaths are often willing to ad- 
mit that in such cases it may do some good.— 
But why not in acute diseases which are much 
easier to manage ? 

Again, its competency to supersede the re- 
gular Hippocratic practice is evidenced by 
the greater confidence reposed in it by the 
physicians, than is reposed by allopathists 
in their own practice. The Homeopath 
gives but one remedy at a time, and he knows 








| eradicate the whole, in all cases not complica- 
| ted with fatal organic metamorphosis, or a 


radical defect of constitutional power. 

Thus the allopath turned homeopath goes 
to his patient, with a hope and confidence he 
never knew before. He can only look back 
with utter disgust and amazement, at his for- 











mer practices, and with pity and wonder at 
his former brethren, that their pride, preju- 
dice, or what not, deters them from following 
the same path. 

But may not hydropathy, or some other new 


| scheme, in part exclude homeopathy? This 


is a question worthy of a candid and patient 
answer, and we will treat it with all due res- 
pect, although we are constrained to give it 
a decided negative. 

1. The Boianic scheme has been claimed 
by its friends to be superior to the regular old 
school. So it may be, but it is a question which 
we fee] no manner of interest in settling. 
They use much or all of the botanic portion 
of the old school medicines, and upon the same 
plan, that is empirically, or, no principle what- 
ever, They have, it is true, ran away from 
the formulas of the books, and taken freely the 
range of roots and herbs, and thus made dis- 
coveries that ought not to be, as they have 
been, despised by the regulars. Bui their re- 
jection of all minerals renders their scheme 
more partial then full-blooded allopathy, of 
which indeed it is but a branch. And as no 
new and certain principle has been discovered, 
it is capable of no faither advance than that 
capable of being made by the discovery of new 
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substances to produce the same effects which 
they can already produce, which is no improve- 
ment at all, or at best but a partial one. The 
principal evacuations can be produced by 
plants, alone, or by minerals ; we see nothing 
here then rising superior to the old school, or 
approaching homeopathy. 


2. The Hydropathic scheme is just now ex- 
citing much attention, and has in a great many 
cases most admirably superseded experimen- 
tal drugs. The proper and judicious use of 
cold water, we consider as having no natural 
agreement with allopathy. Hence the whole 
theories and the practice of the hydropathists 
are at war with the old school, and they have 
accordingly come in for a share of dogmatic 
denunciation. 

The homeopathists have tested and em- 
ployed the virtues of cold water and have no 
manner of delicacy about prescribing its use. 

It undoubtedly has a natural relation to the 
healthy action of the organism, and this can- 
not be accounted for in any manner to conflict 
with the homeopathic principle. Indeed, so 
far as there is certainty or uniformity about it, 
it is upon strictly homeopathic principles. 
We can say, “ God speed the water-cure ;” 
and we have no fears about its advancement. 
If we believe, that too many of its advocates 
give too much importance to a partial system, 
we will treat them with brotherly kindness, and 
let them find out in due time, the exact extent 
of its virtues, and the relative importance of 
homeopathic treatment, If we have truly, 
the knowledge of a generai law, we must be 
excused, if we term the proper use of water, 
accessory treatment, 


3. Some have placed great reliance on the 
use of the imponderables, such as heat, elec- 
tricity and magnetism. But it is manifestly 
unreasonable, a priori, to expect two or three 
remedies to supersede the use of a great num- 
ber, including these same ones. Electricity 
and magnetism have been carefully proved by 
the homeopathists and are freely used upon 
their general principle. And, in addition, they 
have a great variety of remedies, equally prompt 
and equally certain in their appropriate ac- 
tion. 

Indeed, every consideration conspires to 
prove the present incomparable superiority of 
Homeopathy over every existing scheme. 
But homeopathy stands not here idle, to let 
improvement carry the world by it, and leave 
‘t a mere historic name. New remedies may 





be proved and used in practice. The pro. 
vings of remedies already known, are open to 
continual improvement and ‘confirmation. In- 
deed there is no conceivable |imit to the growth 
and improvement of the homeopathic materia 
medica. It may be carried through the whole 
range of substances capable of influencing or- 
ganic action. Its capacity to supersede every 
other system is entirely manifest. 


THE FOLLOWING CASES ARE FROM 
THE REPORT OF THE LONDON 
HOMCEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 


(Continued from p. 69 ) 
Gastro- Bronchitis — Dyspepsia, * and 
Chronic Catarrh. 


W. E., aged 26. ill ten years, came to the 
Dispensary the 20th November, 1839, with the 
following symptoms : Face pale ; the features 
expressing suffering, and depression remarka- 
ble; shooting pains in the forehead, and occa- 
sionally in the occiput, felt chiefly in the 
morning, and when she stoops or stands up- 
right; weight in the epigastrium, extending to 
the sternum ; difficulty of breathing; flatu- 
lence in the stomach, and a short dry cough, 
excited by the difficulty of breathing, without 
expectoration ; the menses copious and pale ; 
leucorrhea copious, thick, and of a yellowish 
tint; pain in the back and limbs; sleep inter- 
rupted by unpleasant dreams; nervous dejec- 
tion; involuntary shedding of tears; emacia- 
tion considerable. 

Prescription.—Pulsatilla, 2 globules of the 
30th power in a spoonful of water. 

27th November.—She has slept better; is 
not so low-spirited; the cough has much in- 
creased, but continues dry; says she has taken 
cold (the weather being very damp); ibe 
other symptoms have not changed. 

Prescription.—Hepar. sulph. 2 globules of 
the 30th power, in a spoonful of water. 

4th December.—The cough and oppression 
have suddenly increased; she feels pain in 
the forehead after coughing; her temper is 
improved; the medicine last taken is allowed 
to continue its action. 

13th December.—-The patient has taken 
cold; she complains of pain in the stomach, in 
the hypochondria and back; the cough aggra- 
vates the pains, and is more severe in the mor- 
ning. 
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Prescription.—Nux vomica, 2 globules, to be 
taken in the evening in a little water. 

Qist December.—Amendment of all the 
foregoing symptoms; pressure at the pit of the 
stomach after meals. 

Prescription.—-Nux vomica, 1! globule. 

The amendment continues for several weeks. 

16th January, 1840.—The pressure at the 
stomach returned, with shooting pains in the 
right side and region of the duodenum—the 
temper has become changeable. 

Prescription.—Ignatia, 2 globules. 

27th January.—All the symptoms have dis- 
appeared, except a little tightness at the epi- 
gastrium. 

The patient has again caught cold, and the 
cough, of a spasmodic character, has returned 
day and night, produced by irritation of the 
trachea. 

Prescription.—Belladonna, 2 globules of the 
30th power; sulph. 2 globules to be taken 
three days/after. 

4th February.—She brings back her ticket 
of admission, and declares she is quite well. 


Acule Bronchitis and Cephalalgia, 

D. M., aged 18, had been ill more than 
three weeks, when she came for advice on 
the 19th February, complaining of the follow- 
ing symptoms: head-ache, especially in the 
evening ; Violent beating in the forehead, 
which affects her sight ; she sees everything 
through a mist ; her eyes are heavy ; inclina- 
tion to vomit when the pain in the head is most 
violent; a tickling more troublesome than 
painful, in the windpipe, which produces a 
cough without expectoration; pulse quick ; 
skin hot. 

Prescription.—Belladonna, 2 globules, to be 
taken immediately ; and belladonna, 1 glo- 
bule of the 30th power, two days afterwards. 

February 25th.—The patient brings back 
her ticket of admission. She is completely 
cured, 


Chronic Gastritis— Dyspepsia. 

J. R., aged 40, had been ill five weeks, 
when she came to the Dispensary. Strong 
pain in the epigastrium ; weight and dull pain 
in the stomach increased by walking ; incli- 
nation to vomit when the pain diminishes ; 
appetite bad; head constantly confused ; dart- 
ing and throbing in the forehead; dimness 
of sight; want of sleep caused by the pain in 
the stomach ; faint and low-spirited, with great 
irritability. 

Prescription—Nux vomica, 2 globules, to 





tbe taken immediately in a spoonful of wa- 


ter. 

December 9th, 1839.—Melioration of all 
the symptoms. The medicine is allowed to 
act. 

December 17th.—The improvement con- 
tinues. 

Prescription. —Nux vomica, 2 globules of 
the 30th power. 

Januaty 21st, 1840.—The gastric symptoms 
have entirely disappeared. The patient com- 
plains of fresh symptoms; she has caught 
cold. Dry cough excited by a sensation of 
dryness in the throat ; pain in the head. 

Prescription.—Dulcamara, 1 globule of the 
24th power. 

January 29th—The cough is more fre- 
quent. 

Prescription.—Belladonna, 2 globules of the 
30th power. 

February 3d.—The cough has ceased du- 
ring the night, but continues the same in the 
day. 

Prescription. —Nux vonica, 1 globule of the 
30th power. 

February 10th.—J. R., being quite cured, 
brings back her ticket of admission. 


Colitis, Diarrhea. 

E. L. B., aged 3, had been ill three days, 
when on the 3d January, 1840, she was 
brought to the Dispensary for advice. She 
is seized with a severe diarrhea; after 
each slimy stool, the rectum comes down ; 
face pale and thin, expressive of suffering. 

Prescription.—Dulcamara, 1 globule to be 
taken immediately, and mercury the next 
day. 

January 7th.—All the symptoms have dis- 
appeared, to give place to an obstinate con- 
stipation. 

Prescription.—Nux vomica, | globule of the 
30th power. 

January.—The child’s ticket of admission is 
brought back. She has been completely cured 
fur several days. 


Diarrhea. 

February 18th.—L. W., five months old, 
was brought to the dispensary for advice. His 
stools were of a green colour, accompanied 
by pain inthe abdomen. He vomits his milk, 
and has a running nose. He is very restless, 
cries frequently, and contracts his legs. 

Prescription.—Chamomilla, one globule 
dissolved in six spoonsful of water ; one tobe 
taken daily. 
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%5th.—The Diarrhea has entirely ceased, of manne wine 
and the stools have become hard and rare ; HOMBOFATEY IN VIENNA. 
the urine has a strong smell, and causes pain; Ata meeting of the Society of Physicians 
in passing ; in other respects the child appears | of Vienna, (Allopathic,) of the 2d May, 1845, 
perfectly well. the propriety of allowing physicians to dis- 

Prescription.—Half a globule of nux vom-| pense their own medicines was discussed, 
ica. when it was agreed that it would not be ad- 

A few days after the child was quite well. | vantageous to medicine if it were permitted, 
Many good reasons were assigned for this opin- 
ion, but as the question was only with respect 
to the Allopathic system of medicine, it would 
be out of place to dwell upon them here. At 

Springfield, Mass., July 3, 1847. | the meeting of the 30th May, Dr. Prinz, po- 
Messrs. Kirby and Snow :— lice district physician, laid before the society 

Homeopathy has stood and will stand in| the reasons given by homecopathists in favor 
spite of all the malignant endeavors of its | of their being allowed to dispense their own 
enemies to put it down. It cannot be put | medicines. These were stated by Dr. Prinz 
aside, nor will it be without a fair and candid | with great fairness, and gave rise to a discus- 
examination ; which, to men who use reason, | sion, which was resumed at the meeting 27th 
and are willing to be convinced, if in the | June, and again at that of the 24th October, 
wrong, will result in the embrace of its doc- | and which terminated at the meeting of the 
trines. No power on earth is able to crush | 2ist November, 1845. We have no room to 
it. All its partizans ask is a fair examina- | give an even abstract of thisdiscussion, which 
tion and statement of facts. Facts show for | seems to have been carried on without any 
themselves. Figures do not lie. -This is the animosity or prejudiced spirit, as far as we 
case.—If the friends of homeopathy receive | can learn from the report contained in the 4th 
this, itis all they wish: Ridicule has no im- | volume of the Journal of that society. It was 
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pression upon it.. Wit may exert all its pow- 
ers—oratory may spend its strength against 
it—but, like the phenix it will rise unhurt 
from the ashes of its funeral pile. Injured 
feelings, insults, ali the force of raillery, only 
nerve the homcopath to higher exertions in 


stated, inder alia, that the homeopathists ob- 
jected to their medicines being prepared and 
kept in an ordinary apothecary’s shop, as 
they would then be liable to be contaminated 
by the effluvia proceeding from the allopathic 
drugs ; the homeeopathists demanded, that if 








the cause of truth and love. Woe, woe, to | their medicines were to be kept and dispensed 
the man who, when homeopathy presents it- by the ordinary apothecaries, a separate local- 
self as a fundamental principle in medicine, ity must be devoted to them. On some mem- 
rejects it with a sneer because, forsooth, it is | bers contending that this was a mere fanciful 
new, or differs from the long established line | objection, that the effluvia could do no _possi- 
of practice! His forefathers never used it ; | ble injury to the homa@opathic preparations, 
and therefore he is justified in repelling it the President, Mr. Dobler, remarked, that if 
from his notice, as a mere chimera of Hahne- | homeopathy were to he recognized and per- 
mann’s restless brain. He thinks he knows mitted as a system of medicine, its conse- 
enough now; why, then, should he trouble | quences must be accepted; if, therefore, ho- 
himself about something new, which requires meopathic remedies were prepared and dis- 
attention, careful study, and mental labor. | pensed by the ordinary apothecaries, they were 
His patients may die on his hands, while, per- bound to preserve the strict isolation of the 
haps, by investigating homeopathy, a father homeopathic medicines and the separate lo- 
might be spared his only son, or a widow’s | cality for their preparation and keeping which 
sole stay in her misfortune. Why are the the homeopathists declared to be essential ; 
medical profession so blind to their duty. In- | that effluvia would destroy their medicines 
vestigate homeopathy candidly and fairly, and, | was a fundamental principie of the homeopa- 
if indeed it is true, embrace it for truth’s sake. thists, and to deny the injurious effects of such 
But if, after a fair examination, you still think | effluvia, they must attack the system itself. 
it to be false, then, and not till then, are you | On the question being put,—Should apotheca- 
to be allowed by humanity and good reason to | ries be bound to provide a suitable locality for 
cast it from your door. S. | dispensing and keeping homaopathic medi- 
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cines ? the majority of the members iene. hea of the anthorities, j in alte of enactments 
that as every patient might get himself treated | against the practice,) we are informed by our 
homeopathically, so every apothecary should | esteemed correspondent in Vienna, Dr. Ar- 
be provided with the requisite hom@opathic neth, that the Homeopathic Society there 
medicines, and a suitable locality for dispens- | (Arzneipruferverein) has been recently legal- 
ing them. | | ized by Government, and its first meeting af- 
The following year an imperial edict waster this event was to take place two days af- 
promulgated to this effect :— \ter he wrote, viz.,on the 16th March last, 
“ Regulation respecting the dispensing of | The full importance of this can scarcely be 
medicines by homeaopathic physicians. ‘appreciated by Englishmen accustomed to form 
“ Touching the measures about to be intro- | themselves into societies and meet in what 
duced relative to the exercise of the homeo- "numbers and where they choose ; but in Vien- 
pathic practice of medicine, his Majesty has | na the jealous circumspection of the police 
graciously determined, that from the 5th of will not allow the assemblage of half a dozen 
December, 1816. individuals except for social and convivial 
“ ‘ The enactment against the illicit and un- | purposes, unJess formally recognized by Gov- 
qualified exercise of medicine and surgery, ernment. This recognition it is often very 
shall apply with equal force to that of the ho- difficult to obtain; and we remember, when 
meopathic method of treatment. | in Vienna, that the meetings of the homm@opa- 
“ ‘The original tinctures and preparations thic Society were held alternately at the hou- 
required in this method of treatment shall be ses of members, and that they sometimes par- 
prescribed only from the laboratories ; but took wore of the convivial and less of the sci- 
these medicines may then be diluted and tritu- | | entific character than might have been desi- 
rated by those physicians and surgeons w ho | | red, though we are bound to admit, that, not- 
practice the homeopathic system, and dis- withstanding the disadvantages under which it 


- pensed by them to their patients but only gra- , has iaboured, this Viennese Society has done 


‘uitously ; but there must always be left with imore for the advancement of homeopathy 
the latter a prescription paper, whereon is ac- ‘since its foundation than almost any other 
curately inscribed the naine of the medicine | similar society. 

given and its degree of dilution or trituration, | 

and these points certified by the signature of | 
said physician or surgeon. 

“«Tf, in the exercise of the homcopathic 
system, there should arise a well-grounded 
suspicion of culpable conduct on the part of | 
the physician or surgeon, in order to come to 
a judgment on the case, not only the opinion 
of the Faculty of Medicine, but that also of | 
physicians distinguished for their theoretical 
and practical acquaintance with the homeo- 
pathic method, is always to be taken, and sen- 
tence is to be pronounced, with due attention 
to all the circumstances, in accordance with 
the spirit of the laws.’ ” We have received a communication from 

This decree is published in the Journal of the | Dr. H. Hull Cator, which we shall publish in 
Viennese Society of Physicians in February | the next No. of the Journal. Dr. Cator was 
last, and this circumstance, together with the | one of the first to introduce the practice in 
discussion mentioned above, is a proof of a| Western New York, and no where has it effect- 
much greater liberality of feeling among the | ed greater triumphs, or produced a more wide- 
allopaths, and of a much more influential and | spread change in public sentiment, than in 
advanced condition of homeopathy, than yet Onondaga Co. He was induced, from the 
obtains in this country. state of his wife’s health, to spend the past 

Besides the decree of the Imperial Govern- | winter in Milwaukee, where the introduction 
ment, legalizing the dispensing of medicines by | of our art has been equally successful. Dr. 
homeopathists, (which, indeed, they have for|C., we are pleased to say, intends soon to 
many years done, without opposition on the | make this city his future residence. 


JAHRS NEW MANUEL. 


We have received the 10th No. of this work 
which completes one volume, of nine hundred 
and forty-three pages ; and contains the patho- 
genesis of one hundred and forty five reme- 
dies, in alphabetical order from A. to K. 

The 2d volume will be commenced imme- 
| diately. Those who may wish to receive it in 
Nos. as it issues from the press, will send their 
|names to Wm. Radde, 322 Broadway. 


——_ 











2 








PE MLW ID nm 













76 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCOPATHRY. 


rm 





The friends of Homeopathy in Philadelphia 
can have this Journal delivered at their houses, 
on the day of publication, by leaving their 
names with C. L. Rapemacuer, 39 North 
Fourth Sireet, 








their names with W. Apams, of that city. 








Journal in Boston, may do so at Oris CuaPr’s 
Book Store, 12 School-street. 


Those subscribers who require Nos. 3 and 4 
to complete the First Volume, will be supplied 
in a short time; and those who may want the 
Ist Volume of this Journal, bound, can obtain 
It in a few days, by sending orders to Chas. G 
Dean, No 2 Anno Street, New York city.— 
Price $1 50, setts unbound $1 00. 


i) 
SMITH’S HOMCZOPATHIC PHARMACY. 

No, 488 Broadway, corner of Broome street. 
J. T. S. Smith has a large assortment of Homeo- 
pathic Medicines, in tinctures, triturations, dilu- 
tions and globules ; Arnica flowers ; Sugar of Milk, 
Pure Alcohol, Distilled Water, Pellets, &c., &c. 
Physician’s Pocket and Family Cases of Medicine 
on hand, and prepared to order. Homeopathic 
Plasters a substitute for ordinary Court and Ad- 
hesive Plaster, and an excellent application for 
Corns. 











C. L. RADEMACHER, 39 North 4th street, 
between Areh and Cherry streets Philadelphia, 
Agent for the Leipsic Homeopathic Medicines, 
respectfully informs the Homeopathic Phisicians 
and the friends of the Homeopathic system, that 

* he has always on hand a good assortment of Ho- 
meopathic Medicines in their different prepara- 
tions, viz : Tinctures, Triturations, Dilutions, and 
medicated Pellets. 

Medicine Chesis cf different sizes for Physi- 
cians, with Tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions, 
or medicated Pellets. Also constantly on hand, 
Family Medicine Chests to suit, Hering’s Domes- 
tic Physician; Laurie’s Homeopathic Domestic 
Medicine ; Epp’s Domestic Homeopathy ; New- 
man’s Homeopathic Family Assistant; and the 
Family Guide. Also Refined Sugar of Milk, A! 





The friends of Homeopathy in Washington, 
D.C., can obtain this Journal, by leaving 


Those who may desire to subscribe for this 


OTIS CLAPP, No. 12 School-st., Boston, has 
on hand, and for sale wholesale and retail, a large 
assortment of Homoeopathic Medicines, in tinc. 
tures, triturations, dilutions and globules ; arnica 
flowers, sugar of milk, pure alcoho), distilled water, 
pellets, ete. Physician’s pocket and family cases 
of medicines on hand and prepared to order, also 
a complete assortment of Homoeopathic Books 
which are offered to the trade, and at retail as low 
as can be purchased elsewhere. 


CLEVELAND HOMCZOPATHIC PHAR. 
MACY. 





Up stairs, corner Superior st. and Public Square. 

B. H. BARTLETT respectfully informs Ho- 
meopathic Physicians, and others, that he has for 
sale, warranted, the principal HOMCEOPATHIC 
MEDICINES, in their differerent triturations 
and dilutions ; Pure Spirits of Wine, for preparing 
and preserving medicines ; Distilled water, pre- 
pared fur immediate use ; Refined Sugar of Milk ; 
Pure Globules or Pellets, Vials, Corks, Diet Pa- 
pers and Labels. Arnica Flowers and Arnica 
plaster. 
Cases and single vials refilled, and Physician's 
and Family Medicine chests on hand, and put up 
to order. All orders by mail or otherwise for any 
of the above articles, or for any Homeopathic pub- 
jications, prompty attended to, i 
J. F.DESILVER, 112 Main St., Cincinnati, 
Ohio, is the Agent for the West, of the Homepa- 
thic Pharmacy at Leipsic. Physicians and others 
can always be supplied at this establishment with 
pure medicines adapted to the homeopathic sys- 
tem of treatment ; medicine chests suited to Dr. 
Herring’s Domestic Physician ; refined sugar of 
milk, &c. Also Agent forthe American Journal 
of Homeopathy edited by Drs, Kirby and Snow. 
New York; a semi-monthly publication at one 
dollar a year and adapted to lay readers. 


GENERAL AGENCY of the Central Ho- 
meopathic Pharmacy at Leipsic for the United 
States, No. 322 Broadway. Wm. Radde respect- 
fally informs Hom. Physicians and the friends of 
the System, that he is the sole Agent for the Leip- 
sic Central Homeopathic Pharmacy, and that he 
has always on hand a good assortment of the best 
Homeopathic Tinctures and Medicines in their 
different Triturations and Dilutions: also Physi- 
cian’s Pocket and Family Medicine Cases, con- 
taining from 27 to 300 vials. Pure Spirits of 
Wine. Fine Vials, different sizes, and made 
of white glass. Corks. Diet Papers. Labels 
Homeopathic Chocolate, Arnica Plaster, an ex- 
cellent application for Corns. Also an assortment. 
ot Hom. Books, in English, German, and French ; 
as Jhar’s Manual of Hom. Practice, in 2 vols., By 
A. Gerard Hull, M. D. Hahnemann’s Chronic 
Diseases, in 5 vols., by Ch. J. Hempel, M. D. 
Hahnemann’s Materia Medica, 2 vols., by Ch. J- 
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